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CONPIDENTIAL GENEVA 3437 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, GATT, EEWT 

SUBJECT: PINNISH "FREE TRADE AREA" ARRANGEMENTS WITH EASTERN 
COUNTRIES 

1 . GATT SECRETARIAT OPFICIAL INFORMED US THEY HAVE BEEN 
THINKING OP SCHEDULING PIRST MEETING OP WORKING PARTY ON 
PINNISH/HUNGARIAN AGREEMENT JUNE OR JULY WITH INITIAL MEETING 
OP WORKING PARTIES ON PINNISH/BULGARIAN AND PINNISH/CZECH 
AGREEMENTS IN THE PALL. KAWAN OF EC COMMISSION SAYS THAT 
COMMISSION POSITION IS THAT FINNISH/HUNGARIAN ARRANGEMENT 
WOULD BE EASIEST POR PINNS AND EES TO DEPEND IN VIEW OP 
RECOGNIZED STATUS HUNGARIAN TARIPP IN GATT AND THAT 
ACCORDINGLY IT WOULD BE UNPORTUNATE TO ACCEPT GATT 
SECRETARIAT PROPOSAL MENTIONED ABOVE. COMMISSION WOULD 
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LIKE GATT REVIEW TO START WITH BULGARIAN OR CZECH AGREEMENTS 
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AND WOULD WANT ALL THREE WORKING PARTIES TO MEET AT 
APPROXIMATELY SAME TIME. 

2. WE AGREE ENTIRELY WITH EC'S TACTICAL ASSESSMENT, AND 

WILL TAKE SAME LINE IN DISCUSSING MATTER WITH GATT SECRETARIAT 
UNLESS INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE. 

3. FINNS HAVE NOT YET NOTIFIED GATT OE RECENTLY CONCLUDED 
"FTA" WITH GDR. DOES DEPARTMENT WISH US OR EMBASSY 
HELSINKI TO GIVE FINNS A PUSH ON THIS.ABRAMS 
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